GENEVA

death if they were brought to trial. What we are here
to investigate is why they are not brought to trial,

SIR o. But really, they only obey orders.

THE JUDGE. Why do you say "only"? The slaughter
of human beings and the destruction of cities are not
acts to be qualified by the word only. Why are the
persons who give such atrocious orders not brought
to trial?

SIR o. But before what court?

JUDGE. Before this court If necessary. There was a
time when I might have answered "Before the judg-
ment seat of God". But since people
no longer believe that there is any
such judgment seat, must we not
create one before we are destroyed
by the impunity and glorification
of murder?

BOMBARDONE. Peace may destroy
you more effectually. It is necessary
for the cultivation  of the human
character that a field should be reserved for war. Men
decay when they do not fight.

THE WIDOW. And when they fight they die.

BOMBARDONS. No no. Only a percentage^ to give
zest and reality to the conflict.

THE JUDGE. Would you describe a contest of a man
against a machine gun, or a woman in childbirth
against a cloud of mustard gas, as a fight?

BOMBARDONE. It is a peril: a deadly peril. And it is
peril that educates us, not mere bayonet fencing and
fisticuffs. Nations never do anything until they are iti
danger.
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